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1. MODEST 2008 meeting in Warsaw and the publicatias thereof

As announced in the previous issue of the News|dtie consecutive meeting in our series, the MODEGO8
Workshop, took place on September™Z®" 2008, in Rembertéw by Warsaw, within the campfihe
National Defence Academy. It was, just like in fireceding cases, affiliated with the bi-annual eosrfice of
the Polish Operational and Systems Research So@€$ 2008), having taken place or"iB" September.
The proper MODEST meeting in the framework of th@Bconference was a joint undertaking of MODEST
and the Polish chapter of INFORMS. A number of rieséing papers were presented, and a vivid disoissi
followed.

The papers from the BOS conference, including theesulting from the MODEST meeting, which pasdsal t
refereeing procedure and were accordingly modifigdre published in three books, being three subezss
volumes (62, 63 and 64) in the series of “Systetnsli8s”, which is being published by the SystemseRech
Institute of the Polish Academy of Sciences, on¢hefco-organisers of the BOS conference series.thitee
volumes contain close to 100 papers from the BOIB 20eeting.

Notwithstanding these three volumes, in which mgjaf papers were, naturally, in Polish, two spé&nglish
language issues of two different journals are painas a follow-up. Both of them are largely duéh® activity
of the MODEST group, and this fact shall be dulgramvliedged in the respective publications.



One is a special issue of tlleurnal of Organisational Transformation and Social Change, published by
Intellect in the United Kingdom, and the tentatitide of this special issue is “Corruption and Good
Governance”. Some eight authors of papers fronBfB& 2008 conference have been invited to contriante

by this time (just prior to Christmas 2008) threspers have already been sent in and shall be elitdor
review. The special issue shall be guest-editedaryW. Owsiski. We hope to have this special issue appear
yet in 2009.

The other is a special, English-language issud®fRolish journaBadania Operacyjne i Decyze (Operations
Research and Decisions), published by the University of Technology in Wiaw. The tentative title of this issue
is “Decisions in Politics, Economics and Businesaiid the guest editors will be Jacek Mercik and Jan
Owsinski. More than a dozen authors from BOS 2088:vinvited to contribute, and the deadline fordseg in
papers is January 2009. Number 4 of 2009 of then@uwhich is a quarterly, has been “reserved” tfos
particular special issue.

2. Next MODEST meeting

At the BOS 2008 conference it was decided thatniwg BOS conference, BOS 2010, should take place in
autumn 2010 in Bydgoszcz, an important city in m@mtorthern Poland, and be organised jointly wiie
Systems Research Institute of the Polish Academ$adénces and the University of Technical and N#tur
Sciences in Bydgoszcz. Traditionally, we plan tédhmur consecutive MODEST Workshop affiliated withis
conference. Once more is known of the modalitiethisf meeting, we shall inform you and send outliekp
invitations.

3. Proposals and suggestions

In the preceding issue of the Newsletter we for@drdome suggestions concerning the potential fiefds
collaboration, say — within the framework of bilateor European projects. We now return to thesasd by
inserting some additional information, and addimg eanore domain of potential joint work. Let us emgike
that in all those fields not only definite reseambrk is, of course, being carried out, but, adyyasome
collaborative work is, as well, underway.

So, while involved in the activities mentioned i#csons 1 and 2 before, the secretariat of the Wgricroup
dealt also with a number of other issues, of padkiterest to its members. These activities niayarticular,
lead to concrete ideas concerning joint work witkine Working Group, be it of a European or bildtera
dimension. These activities, and the related ideascentrate around the following four themes (Whiof
course, do by no means limit the potential scopeoatepts for future collaborative work):

B  modeling for the evaluation of the consequencearaf design of changes in the Common Agricultural
Policy; there are already a number of models thppssedly do the job, but what virtually all of théack
is the micro- or landscape, or community dimengmmn at a bare minimum — the one of a municipality)
the other hand there is also a gap on the realarsmale meaning aggregate effects for the EU aad th
world; in conditions of the current crisis the kriedge of potential consequences of various poliares
instruments at the scale of the real processespahdnly somewhat abstract aggregates, becomes eve
more important;

B assessing and modeling the role of ICT in develoyir{@ace and role in the feedback loop), espsciall
terms of development dynamics from various staniamts, and the possibility of short-cuts; heewell,
the local and regional dimension is of importanggain, this applies equally to the macro- and da r
micro- dimensions, in economic and spatial terms;

B modeling the consequences of policies related ¢o“treen paths”, and the possibility of making (or
leaving open and effectively available) the trubptimum” choices, without bearing too much of ecmio
and social costs that would impair short- and mmeiierm competitiveness; this involves an intricate
interplay of time horizons, investment and risk,imhaassociated with energy; the recent eventshen t
world scene, oil prices and global-warming-relatewiertakings included, show it very clearly thag¢ th
respective models are indeed necessary, and,taattariety of them, that could grasp the différaspects
and perspectives on these issues;



B development of the methodologies related to detisiaking under uncertainty in situations of emecgen
with the use of decision rules, decision treeszyuand intuitionistic logic, and respective lindigs
representations; this set of methodological toolghinbe of high value in devising decision support
systems for the high-risk operations with limiteébrmation and high uncertainty.

Should you be interested in collaboration on thiéngenmes, or in coining other ones of potential iegérto
members of MODEST, please, contact us about it.

4. A reminder: the book published by Palgrave

As announced already before, early in 2007 a boak published by Palgrave Macmillan, very closely
associated with the activity of MODEST, as you aasily see for yourself from the list of editorsdan
contributors. An important aspect of this book g tcontribution of the 2007 Nobel Prize Laureate in
Economics, late Leonid Hurwicz. You shall find b&lthe complete information on the book and its eats:

Zbigniew Nahorski, Jan W. Owski and Tomasz Szapiro, ed$he Socio-Economic Transformation. Getting
Closer to What? Palgrave Macmillan, Houndmills — New York, 2003BIN 13: 978-0-230-00794-9; ISBN 10:
0-230-00794-5 (hardback).
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